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Two weaks loter,
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connects us after
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escnpa the noise
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Bpiros, you have rad ten and lamon

onka for ten. What do you ent for
brenkfant?

When 1 hove the time, I hove an Englinh break-
fast with bacon and egga. Else, [ just have
cerenl.

Is thare a time of the day or o day of
the weak you profer to work?

I sm definitely a morning person, not the kind
who works till Iate beocmse ot nome point 1
just doze off. An it is, on guite a few cccanions
[ hawe to work at night since depdlines nrs
tight. I freelance from home at the moment,
which is relaxed, but I alss get distracted,
pitting & minute sway from my bed and fridge.
Toughs)

Your work is o mixture of traditional
techniques and new ones: pan, ink,
Fhotoshop. Is there one you prafer?

[ am totally addicted to Photoshop. Ilove it be-
canse you can work with a pen and Ister change
the drawing in Photoshop without losing the
character yonm hed on papsr Photoshop shonld
be just & big pen.

What music are you playing in your
studio?

[t i» important for me to create o nice en-
viromment through s soundirack that stays with
me all day I also love listening to the radio
becaune it's Hike having company I always
eonneet the piece I"m working on to soands
that inapire me or pomething external that jost
blends into my mind.

‘Fashion mads you hardoore.” How onn
wa nnderstand this stetement?

Thim is the name of & calendar [ did where

[ was inspired by extreme figures. Unlike cat-
walk pieturen, the ladies were more bold, hed
more make-up on, and [ drew them in black and
whits, which remlted in strong Imeagens. Thin
was down to the pictures I war looking st

nt the time, hardeors illostration and extrems
coninres onteide the bounderiss of the osnal

What is an illustration shle to do that
o photograph isn"t?

Nlustration hes regoined popularity beoanse
there ham been too much photography that lost
the guality it nesed to have when it was n rare
thing. Dluriration poriraye something further
than s photograph doss, in & multi-dimesnsionnl
way But npeither photography ner illustration
will ever be oot of fenhion, it's & balanes bet-
ween the two.

Doming back to your portfalia: Do

wou ever work with the ‘'magic

of the mistake'? Cnn you explain what

this ia?
You ean't believe how many times ['ve done
thisl I did something by mocident and wan liker
"“Wow, thin in what I wanted to do withont
knowing how tol” That's the magic moment.
You never know when it's going to happen.

Fashion is something alrendy besutiful,
but how would you cope with having to
do something mundena?

When working with advertining companiea, it's
the pretiy girls, the flowsra and sachlike. At
the end of the day, fashion has the pletures with

the biggest stereotypes, that's how it works
and that's how it s=lle. Although I'"m neing it
too, [ am keen on drawing fashion that's not 5o
pretiy I like that non-catalogoes bamty Yon

con sell beauty in many different woys, oot only
through the avernge Gueol woman.

Why fashion?

1 wns gquestioning that myself for many years.
EBomehow nll my graphic deslgn torned into

fashion projects. I am fascinated by the beanty
of fasbion, which I believe to be pomething very
personal. In my opindon, it's jurt the love for
the assthetics thet draws me to fashion more
then to any other field.

Would you be ok to get commissioned
to do other kinde of work, say, drawing
kiwin?
I prefer to call myself an illustrmtor; not just
a fashion fllastrator. At the snd of the day,
fanhion is & small industry, and at some point I
want to deaw something different than an-

other pretiy girl in o dress. Badeally 1 want to
create visunls that mean something to people,

imngers you come hack to.

In genarnl, what is your dasign
pignature?

Most people mow me for my fllustrations
being very clean snd minimal - and thet's for
a reason. I like to play with the white or

negutive space. It im something I have always
used in my work.

Can we say it's Downton-lika?

David Downton was one of the firet fashion
illustretors I came merons. Howewver; I am not
sure if our work can be compared, even thongh
we have similoritiss. We do draw the sames
thingm modeln, elothen, fashion, bat whils his
ptyle in pale, mine in dorker and bolder.

Apart from Downton, who has besn an
inspiration to you?

1like Loanrs Laine for her distinetive atyle. The
fignres she crentas, thoss girls with huge hair,
tiny hands and big dresses are impressive. They
have o rtrong, derk sesthetic, but derpite their
edginess; they are totally applicabls to fashion.
I admire her for doing something different.

Lpot time we maet you mentionad
London to ba mara of an inspiration to
you than Athans.

¥eah, London it is. Inspiration in relation to
the monthetion, but not k= Paris. The thing with
Paris is the grest onlture. The moment yon

get thers, you get o certain ferling and the
people give you a certain feeling; too.

PridaT

Oh; Parisisns nre definitely proud, prood of
many thinge ({zughsl. [ pm not mare if I'm ine-
pired by that, but definitely by the whols
chie aura thet embraces the city, Hegardless of
whether pretty or ugly for me, an & visunl
artist, everything's alvays just oo exterior. I
like the combination of Lendon and Paris, bat
I'm not m big fan of the ‘New York" kind of
girl who's giggly and funny - too girly for me.

Talking shout girle, in thare a gandar

you praefer to draw?

There wan 0 certnin paricd when 1 just drenr
girls.: [ came to o point where I nrged mynelf
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Frangois, you ware born just avar
thirty years after Mickey Mouse nnd
wanted to berome o comie illustrater -
how did you eand up o fashion?

In the French speaking part of the world,
romios ere imporiang, it's onr herlinges from
Hergé. [ started to draw comice becounse & wan
peart of my education. Later I was working

s & fanhion prt director in Milan and st a
certain point had the epportunity to de faskion
illmetration. Banioally, I just hed to pot my

two inter=sts together.

But you graw up in Switzarland whare
wa don’t have any fashion.

[ don't know what image of fashion | hed beok
threm. It had to do with preity girls, which is
elways = good starting point. 1 thought of it an
romething atirnctive. sexy nand connected to

the Moiure, not to estnblished thingm,

Never having besn in touch with Hawte Couture
clothes mes physionl objects, [ didn't now thet
muoch aboat fasbion. At the time there weren't

']

a0 many magavines either nod the few that
eximted were much more expeneive. 1 wonld get
the French or Ikalisn *Vogues' an rare things,
huat it wesn't matil weeks after they had arrived
nt the newsrtand that I wonld get this precioas
information: But sinees the fashion seens hais
changed. it has breome obsolete whers you ere,
Ewven though bere ia not the bent place for
well-dressed people.. go to Bpain, to Boreelons
and mee.. I mean; ii"s borren

Yo maid yon liked fashion beorneo it
nhowed something naw. Ir that still tha
cand today?

There are still very good peopls working in the
industry, maybe even more now in terms of
nmambers sinees the field ia much Mgger, bwt many
hrands have became just ke any brand: They
globally design producte that have to match
certain demands end industrial processes,
1don't get exoitement from that, but it"s part of
the baminess an [ am part of it and i&"s my job,

Ie faghion repasting itaelf liks nn old
manl yoo haet np?

Yon conmtantly ses cyolical references. The
oooidenial way of dreaping men and women has
ons root which divided into n lot of branches.
That's duas to oor phyvieality which has
certain sochengeable characterisics. Adnpiing
ald ideans to pew moments s part of the geme,
thongh throngh new fabrice those things may
seem completely newm

Is thare encugh spaoe for crentivity
with sll the commarcinlity in fashion?

There are bonndaries, bat ii's 0 guestion of
apporianttics. There is always space for good
idean, but you need the opportunity to develop
and pot them in the right context. A magmine
apread is great to be exparimentnl and Hve
vour ewn vimnl sdveniures. Unfortonately, the
leading fashion magazines, whirh oeed to be the
hottest point for crentivity, ore now suffering
from mll the compromises the commercinl part
entails. They'd bave nll the menns pasnible
torealise good idems, hut they have other prob-
leme to salve. There in o small group of photo-
graphers who are very much in demand ond -
an good an they are - their level is not where it
theuld ba. B they worked less; their plotares
wonld be hetter.

In this the onss with vour work?

I really omn't work more. At leant, if some:-
thing go=a wrong. | can change it immedinteln
wherens H you're on & shoot end semethin g
gots wrong. yonu jost have to desl with what you
hawe, 1t's oot just & question of momey but of
time and swnilahility of people. If you compare
the pitnntion with the 1080m A megmrine hod
lin pwn photographer and studis that was e
a Ink, and people wouldn 't be travelling all the
time hot e thers: It was 8 bootigoe-1iks thing;
now it's en ageode thing,

Noi that long mgo you stariad doing
dripping imeges - is that n naw, fastar
wiy to sxprass yonroalf?

Bomstimes 1 can't find a solution for some work
or my setuwp mnd techniqone don't allow me io
The dripping happened when I vneto do
portrait and had somes other materinle in mind
bt never had gone Into the procem of neing
them. With new technlgues; you have to be
Inoky in the beginning. If not. I wonld abandon
them immediniels Bat | wan lucky nod it pushed
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